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cessary, as art act of the most tyrannical cruelty, which
ought to be opposed with the utmost steadiness and vigour,
as an insupportable hardship from which they ought at any
rate to set themselves free.

They have determined, therefore, not to be governed by
this law, and have, consequently, endeavoured to hinder
its execution ; and so vigorous have been their efforts, that
they have at last prevailed. At first they only opposed it
by their perseverance and obstinacy, they resolved to per-
sist in the practice of retailing liquors without regard to
the penalties'which they might incur by it; and, therefore,
as one was pnt to prison, his place was immediately sup-
plied by another; and so frequent were the informations
and so fruitless the penalties, that the chief magistrate of
the metropolis lamented publickly in the other house, the
unpleasing necessity to which he was subjected by that
law, of fining and imprisoning without end, and without
hopes of procuring the reformation that was intended.

Thus they proceeded for some time, and appeared to
hope that the magistrates would after a while connive at a
practice, which they should find no degree of severity suf-
ficient to suppress; that they would sink under the fatigue
of punishing to no purpose, that they would by degrees
relax their vigilance, and leave the people in quiet posses-
sion of that felicity which they appeared to rate at so high
a price.

At length, my lords, instead of wearying the magistrates,
they grew weary themselves, and determined no longer to
bear persecution for their enjoyments, but to resist that
law which they could not evade, and to which they would
not submit They, therefore, determined to mark out all
those who by their informations promoted its execution, as
publick enemies, as wretches who, for the sake of a reward,
carried on a trade of perjury and persecution, and who
harassed their innocent neighbours only for carrying on a
lawful employment for supplying the wants of the poor,
relieving the weariness of the labourer, administering solace
to the dejected, and cordials to the sick.

The word was, therefore, given that no informer should